
Website Style Guide 
 
There’s so much clutter on the internet that it’s so important (now more than ever) 
to figure out your unique style so you can make a good first impression when 
potential customers find you online.  
 
The best part is you don’t need an entirely new site to accomplish this. Sometimes 
it’s as simple as making a few tweaks that have a big impact on your overall look 
and feel.  
 

Define Your Style  
The way you choose to present yourself visually online helps customers identify 
with your brand personality. Just like you want your house to feel like a 
representation of your own tastes and character, you want your business website 
to make your ideal clients feel right at home.  
 
You do this by developing a style workbook (this right here) to help you clearly 
define your unique style and stay consistent across your entire online brand.  
 

PERSONALITY TEST 
1) What’s one word that describes the feeling your give your customers or clients 
when they work with you or use your service or product? 
 
______________________________ example(s): happy, relaxed, confident, abundant 
 
2) What’s one word that describes the workflow your clients have with you or your 
product/service. What is their experience like? 
 
______________________________ example(s): quick, simple, straightforward, detailed 
 
3) What’s one word your ideal clients would use to describe you personally (or your 
team if applicable)? 
 
______________________________ example(s): friendly, fun, professional, generous 
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Now these may just be descriptor words but now is the time you should start 
thinking about tangible visual representations of these words. Your website NEEDS 
to convey these things in order for customers to really understand what you’re all 
about before they start working with you. 
 
These characteristics make up your brand and that’s what makes you stand out in a 
crowded space. Customers are out there looking for people with these unique 
traits and if you don’t share this with the world you’re doing people a disservice.  
 

Create Your Color Palette 

Now that you’ve defined the core of your brand personality, we need to create 
your customized color palette. The most important thing is that you don’t go color 
crazy. Pick a few core colors that you’ll use across your entire online presence. 
 
Let’s choose your main colors below. Put the hex code in the space provided. If 
you’re not sure what a hex code is, it’s the code that defines a specific color which 
is used in css to tell your browser what color to display.  
 
Here’s a great resource for choosing colors: http://www.flatuicolorpicker.com/ 
Or if you want more options try here: http://colorpicker.com/ 
 

COLOR 1 - PRIMARY COLOR 
This should be the color used most on your site. Perfect for your main logo color, 
background color, heading colors, or even link colors. 
 
#___________________  

 
COLOR 2 - SECONDARY COLOR 
This is the color used to compliment your main color. It works well for link colors, 
logo accents, heading colors, link hover colors, or as a background. 
 
#___________________ 
 

COLOR 3 - ACCENT COLOR 
This color should only be used to catch the reader’s eye. This is perfect for 
calls-to-action, button colors, or other small accents. Try to pick a color that pops.  
 
#___________________ 
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Can you have more than 3 colors? The answer is yes but more is not always better. 
I recommend limiting yourself to 3 colors to start and you can always expand later 
on if you don’t feel like this is working for you.  
 
* Don’t forget you can also use colors like black, white, grey and other neutral colors 
(in addition to the options you chose above) to use as text colors, backgrounds, etc. 
These should not distract from your main colors but should compliment them 
subtly. 
 

Trendy Typography 
Now that you have your colors down, let’s talk about Typography. This is a great 
way to make a boring website come alive.  
 
Before you start choosing all your favorite fonts, there’s a few things you should 
know. 
 

WEB SAFE FONTS  
When you add fonts to your website there are some fonts that require you to 
upload the font file to your website so they display properly.  
 
This is because if you are using font “X” and I don’t have font “X” on my computer, 
the text on your website with that font won’t show up properly when I view it even 
though it does for you.  
 
Some fonts are “web safe,” which means it’s safe to assume that most people 
have those fonts on their computer and they will display the same for everyone. 
Click here for a list of web safe fonts.  
 

CREATIVE FONT OPTIONS 
Try to use web safe fonts when you can but if you want something a little more 
exciting, try a few different options from Google fonts and see which styles you 
like.  
 
* Remember that more than 2 non-web safe fonts will begin to negatively affect 
your site’s speed. Stick with 2 or less and rely on web-safe fonts beyond that.  
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When you select a font, follow the directions for adding it to your site and try it out. 
If you need help with this process you can sign up for one of my style sessions by 
clicking here to walk through everything from start to finish.  

 
MY FONTS 
 
My heading font is _______________________________  
 
My paragraph font is _______________________________ 
 
Make sure your fonts are easy-to-read. And try mixing serif fonts with sans serif 
fonts. For example: if you have sans serif header try a serif font and vice versa.  
 
Other font options: TypeKit, Fonts.com, 
 

Professional Graphics 
Quality imagery can make or break your website design and sometimes it’s all you 
need to go from amature to pro.  
 
There’s lots of stock photo sites out there that are sooo expensive but there’s a 
few affordable options that I recommend.  
 

● Dollar Photo Club: $1 stock photos! 
● Death to Stock Photo: 10 free stock photos in an email every month 
● Photo Pin: A library of creative commons photos  
● The Stocks: Aggregated royalty free stock photos all in one place 

 
Stock photos, unless done really well, can sometimes feel fake or unauthentic. 
Some of these options are more artistic than your typical stock photo sites so they 
work really well in a lot of situations. I also recommend using your iphone or a 
decent digital camera to capture some photos yourself.  
 
Have someone take a few professional photos of you or maybe some scenery that 
would appeal to your ideal customer. Dont be afraid to think abstractly. Not every 
photo needs to perfectly match your topic.  
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CUSTOMIZE YOUR PHOTOS 
I highly suggest using a service like Canva or PicMonkey to customize the photos 
you use by adding text and branding.  
 
Canva is the tool I use most frequently as a quick and simple photoshop alternative. 
There’s tons of layouts to choose from and different elements to add to your 
photos to make it your own.  
 
Remember that the fonts and colors you use in your photos should match the 
colors and fonts you’ve chosen above. Stay consistent!  
 

Now Go Redecorate! 
You’ve got your framework now go put it to good use and start redecorating. 
Making some of these simple changes will give your website a totally refreshed 
feeling without a total design overhaul. 
 
Sometimes the best thing you can do to style your website or blog is to take away 
everything you don’t need before you start adding new elements. Don’t be afraid 
to do a quick clean up/decluttering before making some of these suggested 
upgrades. 
 
If you need a little help, I’d be happy to work with you personally in my one-on-one 
style sessions where you’ll get all the help you need to define your style and 
implement these changes without the expense of a brand new website.  
 

→ Sign up for a style session by clicking here ←  
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